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Description automatically generated with medium confidence]NE ATLANTIC MARINE BIOLOGICAL AQC SCHEME COMMITTEE MEETING 
                                 
Agenda 21st April 2026 1400-1600 

Venue: Teams Online
Confirmed Attendees: David Johns (DJ, MBA, Chair), Graham Phillips (GP, EA, Finance Manager), Claire Mason (CM, CEFAS, PSA Technical Manager), Claire Taylor (CT, MBA Technical Secretary), Jim Ellis (JE, CEFAS, Fish Technical Manager), Tim Mackie (TM, DAERA, Senior Scientific Officer), David Hall (DH, APEM Benthic Administrator), Ross Griffin (RG, Contractors Rep, Ocean Ecology), Gillian Annett (GA, DAERA, Macroalgal |Technical Manager), Martina Brunetta (MB, MBA, Zooplankton Technical Manager), Margarita Fernandez (MF, IRTA, Phytoplankton Technical Manager), Lydia McIntyre-Brown (LMB, APEM Ltd, PSA administrator), Vera Fonseca (VR, Cefas, eDNA Technical Manager), Gina Brackenreed Johnston (GBJ, APEM, Macroalgal administrator), Peter Barry (PB,CEFAS, Benthic Marine Taxonomist) and Russell McCune (RM, AFBI).

Apologies: Myles O’Reilly (MOR, SEPA, BI Technical Manager), Paul McIllwaine, PM, CEFAS, Marine Benthic Ecologist), Matt Green (MG,NRW, Marine Monitoring Ecologist), Kris Carrigan (KC,JNCC, Epibiota Technical Manager) and Debbie Walsh (DW, APEM, Fish Administrator). 

We welcome the new Phytoplankton Technical Manager, Margarita and Zooplankton Technical Manager, Martina to their first committee meeting.

	1. Last Meetings Actions (summarised below on the agenda)
	
	ALL

	2. Minutes of the last meeting
	
	CT

	                Approval of September meeting minutes
	
	DJ

	
	
	

	3. Epibiota update
	
	KW

	              
	 
	

	4. Phytoplankton update  
	
	MF

	
	
	

	5. Priorities to HBDSEG
	
	DJ

	
	
	

	6. PSA update 
	
	CM/LMB

	
	
	

	7. Benthic Invertebrates update 
	
	DH/MoR

	
	
	

	8. Macroalgae update
	
	GA/GBJ

	
	
	

	9. Fish update
	
	JE/DW

	
	
	

	10. Zooplankton update

	
	MB

	11. eDNA – Under Development
	
	KW/VF

	12. AOB 
	
	ALL

	13. Contractor Questions
	
	RG/MR

	14. Finance update* Confidential
	
	GP




1. Ongoing actions: 

Benthic Invertebrates:
Update re TDP: no feedback received so assuming all is going well. DH to ask Tim Worsfold on what the next steps should be and to send ideas and costs to MOR.  Action: DH to ask MoR

eDNA:
Ongoing Action: few lines to be added to Under Development section of website but needs expanding,. Update: VR to send something to CT. Action: CT to chase along with an update

General: 
Look at developing a LinkedIn page – conscious of the effort involved to update. Formed part of the discussion around advertising the scheme and broadening the participation.


2. Minutes of the last meeting (DJ): approved


3. Epibiota update (KC): to follow


4. Phytoplankton update (MF):

The Institute of Research and Technology in Agro-Food (IRTA) was designated by UNESCO for the organization of the International Phytoplankton Intercomparison Exercise (IPI) during the following years in collaboration with Institute of Research and Technology in Agro-Food.

The registration for IPI 2026 opened on the 5th of January, the deadline for registration had to be postponed until the 31st of March due to the request from different countries that needed a longer period to obtain all the approvals. There are 116 analysts registered for this year 2026.

The samples will be shipped on the 1st of June 2026; the quiz (Taxonomic assessment) will be open in Ocean Teacher on the same date. The participants will have until the 1st of September for submitting the results of both, the quiz and the samples for identification and quantification.

The exercise is organized by IRTA in collaboration with the IOC Science and Communication Centre on Harmful Algae. The workshop is planned for beginning of December 2026. https://hab.ioc-unesco.org/ipi-introduction/ https://www.irta.cat/en/

The exercise is planned to have a yearly frequency in the following years.

Margarita introduced herself to the team and advised the IPI programme is a continuation of previous exercises, following the same methodologies and format. The website is managed by IOC UNESCO. Most participants are from European countries although some are participating from further away including Australia.  Action: MF to send CT a list of participants to update on the website. To also see if its possible to see the change in participants from different regions over the years. 

5. Priorities to HBDSEG (DJ): 

David explained to the new members of the committee the purpose of HBDSEG (Healthy and biologically diverse seas evidence group), which sits beneath MARG (Monitoring and Assessment Reporting Group) and is part of the UK Marine Monitoring and Assessment Strategy (UKMMAS), designed to coordinate evidence for managing the marine environment HBDSEG (heb-seg) is mainly about various ecosystem components being monitored to collect data and create metrics / indicators for marine policy – UK Marine strategy and EU marine strategy framework directive. Good place to look at what is being done is Marine Online Assessment Tool (MOAT), moat.cefas.co.uk 
All these datasets being used in this way need robust QA/QC, hence where NMBAQC comes in. If there is ever a time where UK waters have an issue, need to know that we used robust methodology with accepted QA/QC practice, and any changes are not spurious artefacts from changing how things are done.
Part of the discussions revolve around looking at where there are QA/QC gaps and new tech, for example molecular and image analysis. Image analysis of plankton is a good example of a new technique which needs methodology looking at to ensure its fit for purpose.

Blue Carbon was also discussed, another potential component for the NMBAQC scheme (although this does fit partly with QUASIMEME).  Technical guidance is currently being finalised and a British Standard incorporating eDNA samples is being worked on. Cefas are also in touch with microplastic teams. Action: CM to send DJ an update

6. PSA update (CM/LMB):
PARTICLE SIZE COMPONENT PROGRESS REPORT
2025-26, Year 32
6.1 Subscriptions (to date)
	LabCode
	PS 96/97
	PS98/ 99
	PS – OS34/35/36

	PSA_3201
	1
	1
	-

	PSA_3202
	1
	1
	-

	PSA_3203
	1
	1
	1

	PSA_3204
	1
	1
	-

	PSA_3205
	1
	1
	-

	PSA_3206
	1
	1
	-

	PSA_3207
	1
	1
	-

	PSA_3208
	1
	1
	1

	PSA _3209
	1
	1
	1

	PSA _3210
	1
	1
	7

	PSA _3211
	1
	1
	-

	PSA _3212
	1
	1
	1

	PSA _3213
	1 
	1 
	1

	PSA _3214
	1
	1
	1

	PSA _3215
	1
	1
	1

	PSA _3216
	1
	1
	1

	PSA _3217
	1
	1
	-

	PSA_3218
	-
	-
	1

	PSA_3219
	-
	-
	1

	° (change from 2024/25)
	17 (±0)
	16 (-1)
	16 (+6)



6.2 2025-2026, Year 32 Operations
Particle Size exercises have been distributed in line with the 2025-2026 timetable (available below). There was an amendment to the timetable which meant PS98 and PS99 were distributed later than originally planned, participants were emailed to inform them of this change and presented with an updated timetable. Returns, results and exercise status details are summarised in the table below.
PSA_3219 pulled out of the own-sample module and PSA_3211 have pulled out of the PS module for PS98 & PS99.
	Exercise
	Status
	Returns / Comments

	PS96
	Samples distributed 31/10/25
Submission deadline 12/12/25
Interim reports issued 12/01/26
Final Report to be issued 30/03/26
Exercise in progress
	Sands Test

14 out of 17 returned results


	PS97
	Samples distributed 31/10/25
Submission deadline 12/12/25
Interim reports to be issued 12/01/26
Final Report to be issued 30/03/26
Exercise in progress
	Mixed Test

14 out of 17 returned results


	PS98
	Samples distributed 20/02/26
Submission deadline 17/04/26
Interim reports to be issued 01/05/26
Final Report to be issued 29/05/26
Exercise in progress
	Fines Test

6 out of 16 returned results

	PS999
	Samples to be distributed 20/02/26
Submission deadline 17/04/26
Interim reports to be issued 01/05/26
Final Report to be issued 29/05/26
Exercise in progress
	Mixed Test

6 out of 16 returned results

	OS34-36
	Data submission deadline 
Batch 1 28/11/25 Batch 2 27/03/26
Sample submission deadline 
Batch 1 12/12/25/ Batch 2 01/05/26
OS Module Summary Report deadline 
Batch 1 27/03/26/ Batch 2 03/07/26
Exercises on-going
	5 out of 16 data sets submitted
15 out of 48 samples selected
12 out of 48 samples received
1 out of 16 reports sent


	2025/26 Annual Report & SoPs
	Annual Report & Statement of Performance documents deadline 30/07/26
	Report template drafted.

	Workshop
	Lowestoft (potentially)
	Summer 2026



PS96 & PS97 – fourteen of the seventeen participants submitted results. Two asked for an extension and are still yet to submit data and one lab did not reply to any correspondence. 
PS98 &PS99 – 6 out of 16 results returned at time of writing.
PS-OS 34 – 36 Batch 1 – 4 participants submitted data in Batch 1, all AQC has now been completed with one report sent to the participant and three reports in-progress.
PS-OS 34 – 36 Batch 2 – 1 participant has submitted data and samples have been selected. Currently chasing the other participants.
Claire Mason held an online workshop to discuss the findings of the extra laser RT (spiked with micro plastics), results of this will feed into the PSA workshop planned for summer 2026.
Particle Size Component 2025-2026 Timetable (Scheme Year 32)

	
Module / Exercise

	Event
	Date

	PS96 & PS97
	Samples distributed
	31/10/25

	
	Results deadline
	12/12/25

	
	Interim reporting deadline
	19/12/25

	
	Final report deadline
	30/03/2026

	
	
	

	PS98 & PS99
	Samples distributed
	20/02/26

	
	Results deadline
	17/04/26

	
	Interim reporting deadline
	01/05/26

	
	Final report deadline
	29/05/26

	
	
	

	PS-OS 34 - 36
	Request for sample data distributed
	31/10/25

	
	
	

	Batch 1
	Data submission deadline for sample selection
	28/11/25

	
	Selected samples submission deadline
	12/12/25

	
	Interim report final deadline (for samples received before 14 Feb 2025)
	27/03/26

	
	
	

	Batch 2
	Data submission deadline for sample selection
	27/03/26

	
	Selected samples submission deadline
	01/05/26

	
	Interim report final deadline
	03/07/26

	
	
	

	Annual Report
	Annual report deadline
	31/07/26

	
	
	

	Workshop –Results of laser test + methodology training 
	Lowestoft (potentially)
	Summer 2026



Claire began the session by presenting a few slides on the Laser Size Ring Test workshop which took place last month. 

From CM:
Currently a laser sizer ring test is underway. 22 set of samples,  each made up of 4 samples with one of these including microplastics, have been sent to a selection of manufacturers, laboratories and universities to cover both laser diffraction/ image analysis. Results have been received for most of these now (4 outstanding), and it is still possible for any additional participants to contribute. On March 10th, an online workshop with ~40 participants, including representatives from Germany and the Netherlands, reviewed preliminary results. It was noted in the workshop that combining laser diffraction results with image analysis results as an output from the instrument was not advised for PSA. 
Next steps include sending each participant a summary results report and refinement of any issues; setting up a sharepoint area once finalised results are agreed; and further follow up required regarding shape analysis/image analysis and microplastics. This work will feed into the next NMBAQC PSA workshop in 2026 (date and location to be agreed). Any evidence will be included in the NMBAQC PSA guidance; as well as in a peer-review publication. 
The committee also discussed how to raise our profile, CM advised she did add a slide about us at the  workshop. Action: CT to check mailchimp distribution lists to see if recent participants from all components are included, we can only do this though with the individuals permission. 
7. Benthic Invertebrates update (MoR/DH):
BENTHIC INVERTEBRATE COMPONENT PROGRESS REPORT
[bookmark: _Hlk149736428]2025-26, Year 32
7.1 Subscriptions
	LabCode
	RT69/70
	LR30
	OS89/90/91

	BI_3201
	1
	1
	-

	BI_3202
	1
	-
	1

	BI_3203
	1
	-
	-

	BI_3204
	1
	-
	1

	BI_3205
	1
	1
	-

	BI_3206
	1
	-
	-

	BI_3207
	1
	-
	-

	BI_3208
	1
	-
	-

	BI_3209
	1
	-
	1

	             BI_3210
	1
	-
	-

	              BI_3211
	1
	-
	1

	BI_3212
	1
	-
	-

	BI_3213
	1 
	-
	-

	BI_3214
	1
	-
	1

	BI_3215
	1
	-
	1

	BI_3216
	1
	-
	1

	BI_3217
	1
	1
	1

	BI_3218
	1
	1
	1

	BI_3219
	1
	-
	-

	BI_3220
	1
	-
	-

	BI_3226
	-
	-
	1

	BI_3227
	-
	-
	1

	BI_3228
	-
	-
	1

	BI_3229
	-
	-
	1

	BI_3230
	-
	-
	1 -

	BI_3231
	-
	-
	1

	BI_3232
	-
	-
	1

	BI_3233
	-
	-
	1

	BI_3234
	-
	-
	1

	BI_3235
	-
	-
	1

	BI_3236
	-
	-
	1

	BI_3237
	-
	-
	1

	BI_3238
	-
	-
	1

	[bookmark: _Hlk211452670]BI_3239
	-
	-
	1

	BI_3240
	-
	-
	1

	BI_3241
	-
	-
	1

	BI_3242
	-
	-
	1

	BI_3243
	-
	-
	1

	° (change from 2024/25)
	20 (-3) 
	4 (-1)
	27 26 (+6)


[bookmark: _Hlk211446062]


7.2 2025-2026, Year 32 Operations
Benthic Invertebrate exercises are to be distributed in line with the 2025-2026 timetable (available below). Returns, results and exercise status details are summarised in the table below.

	Exercise
	Status
	Returns / Comments

	   RT69 
	Specimens distributed 31/10/25
Submission deadline 12/12/25
Interim reports issued 19/12/25
Ring Test Bulletin issued 20/02/26
Exercise complete
	General Ring Test
17 (from 16 labs) out of 20 data sets received

	RT70
	Specimens distributed 20/02/26
Submission deadline 17/04/26
Interim reports to be issued 01/05/26
Ring Test Bulletin to be issued 29/05/26
Exercise in progress
	Targeted Ring Test – TBC
3 of 20 data sets received to date
1 lab will not participate due to relocation

	LR30
	Request for specimens to be distributed 31/10/25
Submission deadline 12/12/25
Interim reports deadline 13/03/26
LR Module Summary Report to be issued 27/03/26 (extended)
Exercise in progress
	2 of the 4 sets of specimens received
2 sets reported

	OS89-91
	Sample data requested 31/10/25
Data submission deadline Batch 2 27/03/26
Sample submission deadline Batch 01/05/26 (extended)
OS Module Summary Report deadline 03/07/26
Module in progress 
	22 out of 26 data sets received
27 out of 33 requested samples received
18 samples reported to date, including 3 samples via the external auditor

	2025/26 Annual Report & SoPs
	Annual Report & Statement of Performance documents deadline 31/07/26
In preparation
	Draft report on-going
SoP template created



7.3 [bookmark: _Hlk80108778]Issues arising

Ring Test (RT) Schedule Adjusted
The final bulletin for RT69 was delayed to include external taxonomic input. The RT70 schedule was also pushed back approximately three weeks. All participants were informed of these changes, with data submission extension permitted where required.

Laboratory Reference (LR) & Own Sample (OS) Batch 2 Schedules Adjusted
Reminders and extension have been granted to enable maximum returns for this year’s LR & OS exercises.

7.4 Taxonomic Workshops
[bookmark: _Hlk191653864][bookmark: _Hlk52535384][bookmark: _Hlk119662450]
Taxonomic Workshop for Beginners, APEM Ltd, Letchworth, 24-28 November 2025
Taxonomic workshop for beginners was completed w/c 24 November 2025 at APEM’s new Letchworth facility; 12 participants (combined with APEM internal training) participant feedback was very good (collated and shared with Component Technical Manager). This workshop may run again this year, feedback to MoR. 

[bookmark: _Hlk211457405]An experts workshop is being considered, possibly for Autumn.
Invertebrate Component 2025-2026 Timetable (Scheme Year 32)

	
Module / Exercise

	Event
	Date

	RT69 - General
	Samples distributed
	31/10/25

	
	Results deadline
	12/12/25

	
	Interim reporting deadline
	19/12/25

	
	Final report deadline
	20/02/26

	
	
	

	RT70 - Targeted
	Samples distributed
	20/02/26

	
	Results deadline
	17/04/26

	
	Interim reporting deadline
	01/05/26

	
	Final report deadline
	29/05/26

	
	
	

	LR30
	Protocol and request for specimens distributed
	31/10/25

	
	Specimen submission deadline
	12/12/25

	
	Interim reports deadline
	13/03/26

	
	LR summary report deadline
	27/03/26

	
	
	

	OS89–91
	Request for sample data distributed
	31/10/25

	
	
	

	Batch 1
	Data submission deadline for sample selection
	28/11/25

	
	Selected samples submission deadline
	12/12/25

	
	Interim report final deadline (for samples received before 12 December 2025)
	27/03/26

	
	
	

	Batch 2
	Data submission deadline for sample selection
	27/03/26

	
	Selected samples submission deadline
	01/05/26

	
	Interim report final deadline
	03/07/26

	
	
	

	
	OS summary report deadline
	24/07/26

	
	
	

	Annual Report
	Annual report deadline
	31/07/26

	
	
	

	Workshop – beginners
	APEM Ltd, Letchworth Laboratory 

	w/c 24/11/25

	Workshop – experts
	Venue TBC – subject to demand
	TBC (Autumn 2026)







8. Macroalgal update (GA/GBJ):

MACROALGAE BIOMASS AND PERCENTAGE COVER COMPONENT PROGRESS REPORT
2025-26, Year 32
8.1 Subscriptions
	Lab Code
	RT17 OMC
	RT17 OMB

	MA_3001
	1
	-

	MA_3002
	1
	-

	MA_3003
	1
	1

	MA_3004
	1
	1

	MA_3005
	1
	1

	MA_3006
	1
	1

	MA_3007
	1
	1

	MA_3008
	1
	1

	MA_3009
	1
	1

	MA_3010
	1
	1

	Total (change from last year)
	            10 (0)
	       8 (-2)



Government participants: EA, AFBI, DAERA, NRW
Private participants: None (this is thought to be due to the nature of the work, what is required for certain contracts).
         8.2 .   2025-2026, Year 32 Operations
All circulations of MA exercises will be distributed in line with the 2025-2026 timetable (available below). Returns to date are summarised in the table below.
	[bookmark: _Hlk203655863]Exercise
	Status
	Returns / Comments

	RT17 OMC
	Samples distributed: 27/01/2026    
	

	
	Sample deadline: 14/03/2026   
	 

	
	Interim reports issued: 10/04/2026
	

	
	Final reports issued: 08/05/2026    
	

	
	Exercise in progress
	

	RT17 OMB
	Samples distributed: 27/01/2026
	

	
	Sample deadline: 14/03/2026
	

	
	Interim reports issued: 10/04/2026

	

	
	Final reports issued: 08/05/2026
	

	
	Exercise in progress
	



8.3 Notes

Of the ten laboratories participating in the OMC test nine have submitted results. In total twenty two individuals submissions were entered from the participating laboratories.

Of the three organisations participating in the OMB test all eight participants submitted their test results. 

For RT17 the methodology has been updated to use modified z-scores, derived from median values rather than standard z-scores based on mean values as has been used in previous ring tests. This is because the standard z-scores are easily skewed by one or two extreme values in smaller datasets, whereas the modified z-score has better resistance to such extreme values and is more effective at identifying outliers. Further details will be included in the text of the final report. 

Continuing on from participant feedback the macroalgal biomass tests in RT17 comprised of mixed artificial materials.

Macroalgae Biomass and Percentage Cover Component 2025-2026 Timetable (Scheme Year 32)

	
Module / Exercise

	Event
	Date

	RT17 OMB
	Samples distributed: 27/01/2026    
	27/01/2026

	
	Sample deadline: 14/03/2026   
	14/03/2026

	
	Interim reports issued: 10/04/2026
	09/04/2026

	
	Final reports issued: 08/05/2026    
	

	
	Exercise in progress
	

	
	
	

	RT17 OMC
	Samples distributed: 27/01/2026
	27/01/2026

	
	Sample deadline: 14/03/2026
	14/03/2026

	
	Interim reports issued: 10/04/2026
	09/04/2026

	
	Final reports issued: 08/05/2026
	

	
	Exercise in progress
	



9. Fish Update (JE/DW)
FISH COMPONENT PROGRESS REPORT 
2025-2026, Year 32
9.1 2025-2026, Year 32 Subscriptions
	LabCodes
	F-RRT17
	F-RT19

	F_3201
	 
	1

	F_3202
	 
	1

	F_3203
	1
	 

	F_3204
	1
	 

	F_3205
	1
	 

	F_3206
	1
	 

	F_3207
	1
	 

	F_3208
	1
	 

	F_3209
	1
	1

	F_3210
	1
	1

	F_3211
	1
	1

	F_3212
	1
	 

	F_3213
	 
	1

	F_3214
	 
	1

	F_3215
	 
	1

	F_3216
	 
	1

	F_3217
	 
	1

	F_3218
	 
	1

	F_3219
	 
	1

	F_3220
	 
	1

	F_3221
	 
	1

	F_3222
	 
	1

	Total (change from last year)
	10 (-3)
	15 +1)



9.2 2025-2026, Year 32 Operations
Fish ring test exercises have been distributed broadly in line with current timetable.  There was a slight delay to distributing to NI labs due to slight changes to courier shipping policies.  Deadlines for both exercises were extended at the request of some participants.  Results and reporting deadlines extended as well.  
Participant from Italy is unable to post samples to UK as by labelling them in line with import regulations, couriers/customs are not willing or able to get them through.  Suggested APEM requesting the import through TNT.
	
Module / Exercise

	Status
	Returns
	Date

	F-RRT17
	Protocol and request for specimens distributed (including supply of fish postage boxes)
	10 test boxes circulated
	17/11/25

	
	Specimen submission deadline
	9 out of 10 submissions received
	*12/01/26

	
	Interim reporting deadline
	Completed for submitted participants
	17/03/263

	
	Final report deadline
	          In progress
	TBC

	
	
	
	

	F-RT19
	Samples (specimens & images) distributed
	    Specimens distributed to 15 participants
	19/01/26

	
	Results deadline
	        12 out of 15 submissions received
	*20/03/26

	
	Interim reporting deadline
	   Pending
	13/03/26*

	
	Final report deadline
	  In progress
	10/04/26*

	
	
	
	

	Annual Report
	Annual report deadline
	
	15/05/26

	
	
	
	

	Workshop – experts
	TBC – subject to demand
	
	TBC

	
	
	
	

	Workshop – beginners
	TBC – subject to demand
	
	TBC



9.3 2024-2025, Year 31 Operations

Exercise reports published on website.  Annual report with Jim for review.  Certificates ready for distribution.

9.4 Issues arising

Steady supply of diverse and numerous specimens remains an issue.  Licence conditions for many fish surveys are requiring return of all fish caught.  APEM Ltd. would like to extend our thanks to CEFAS (UK), Marine Institute (Ireland) and DAERA (Northern Ireland) for their help in sourcing specimens for this years’ ring test.

9.5 Taxonomic Workshop
Currently no taxonomic workshop is planned for fish. A targeted workshop can be developed if sufficient interest is shown.

9.6 Outstanding issues
N/A












Fish Component 2025-2026 Timetable (Scheme Year 32)


	
Module / Exercise

	Event
	Date

	F-RRT17
	Protocol and request for specimens distributed (including supply of fish postage boxes)
	17/11/25

	
	Specimen submission deadline
	17/12/25
*extended 12/01/26

	
	Interim results deadline
	29/01/26*

	
	Final Report
	10/04/26*

	
	
	

	F-RT19
	Samples (specimens & images) distributed
	19/01/26

	
	Results deadline
	27/02/26
*extended 20/03/26

	
	Interim reporting deadline
	13/03/26*

	
	Final report deadline
	10/04/26*

	
	
	

	Annual Report
	Annual report deadline
	15/05/26

	
	
	

	Workshop – experts
	TBC – subject to demand
	TBC

	
	
	

	Workshop – beginners
	TBC – subject to demand
	TBC



There was some discussion of where young fish sit on the scheme –there is a fine line between zooplankton and  fish?  It was advised there is probably no size range to indicate this, rather when fish are active and free swimming? 
Frozen fish samples are also problematic in terms of shipping. More specimens are always needed – though not too small as these get damaged more when frozen. 
10. Zooplankton Update (MB):  
The 6th biennial intercomparison exercise is currently underway. As in previous editions, the exercise consists of three components: a practical identification module, based on 10 specimens covering different meso and macrozooplankton groups; an enumeration module; and a written quiz. 
Participation was originally capped at 15, but this was extended to 16 participants due to high interest.
At present, we are waiting to receive the test results from the participants.
Some stats on this year’s participation: 
Participants represent 12 laboratories
Public sector / governmental agencies: 7 laboratories
Private sector: 5 laboratories
United Kingdom (England, Scotland, Northern Ireland): 7 participants
Other European countries: 6 participants
Non‑European countries: 3 participants (Canada and UAE)
Timeline:
Announcement: December 2025
Confirmation of attendance: 30 January 2026
Distribution of samples: week commencing 9 March 2026
Written quiz: 13 March 2026
Deadline for submission of results: 24 April 2026
Presentation of interim results and in‑person workshop: 21 May 2026
Final results and report: by the end of July 2026
MB advised she will be looking at how to expand our geographical footprint and to feedback challenges at the next meeting. She will also be asking for participant feedback.
11. eDNA (VF/KW): to follow
12. AOB:

CT has been working on the 2024_2025 Annual Report – I have drafted a copy but need to add in updates from both Fish and Epibiota – if I could have this as soon as possible, it would be appreciated. 

With some assistance from Tim Worsfold, I have updated the Benthic Invertebrate/Workshops section of the website.  Tim has some photos we could include of the workshops but I’m not sure if this is something we can do in terms of GDPR? (CT) The committee advised this is only possible if authorisation has been sought.  We have to be very careful of third parties asking for licences of images. Action: CT to feedback to TW.

CM advised the hydrographic office is going to map entire sea bed. TM stated this is planned for NI in 2028. 

13. Contractor Questions (RG): nothing to report

14. Finance (GP) – *Confidential 



Next Meeting with be in July time (online)  with a face to face meeting to be arranged in October –  discussions were held regarding location and RG offered Bristol. Previously Cardiff (MG) has been used, both these locations are fairly straightforward for the majority of the committee.  Action: All let CT know if you would be willing to host. 
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