
 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 

 <5% 5-10% >10% & ≤ 2 units >10% & >2 units 

Individual 

missed in 

residue 

No action 

required. 

Review  

methods/protocols  

extraction, possible 

errors include: floating 

& blasting methods, 

petri dish searching 

methods, tray 

extraction procedures, 

quality assurance 

mechanisms. 

Review  

methods/protocols 

extraction, possible 

errors include: floating 

& blasting methods, 

petri dish searching 

methods, tray extraction 

procedures, quality 

assurance mechanisms. 

Reprocess 

‘associated’ samples -

resort residues for all 

samples processed by 

a particular member 

of staff or isolated by 

cluster analysis of the 

original data. 

Taxa 

missed in 

residue 

No action 

required. 

Review  

methods/protocols 

extraction, possible 

errors include: floating 

& blasting methods, 

petri dish searching 

methods, tray 

extraction procedures, 

quality assurance 

mechanisms. 

Review  

methods/protocols 

extraction, possible 

errors include: floating 

& blasting methods, 

petri dish searching 

methods, tray extraction 

procedures, quality 

assurance mechanisms. 

Reprocess 

‘associated’ samples - 

resort residues for all 

samples processed by 

a particular member 

of staff or isolated by 

cluster analysis of the 

original data. 

Taxonomic 

errors in 

extracted 

fauna 

No action 

required. 

Review 

methods/protocols  

identification, possible 

errors include: 

literature, reference 

collection, staff 

training/contractor, 

quality assurance 

mechanisms. 

Review  

methods/protocols 

identification, possible 

errors include: literature, 

reference collection, 

staff training/contractor, 

quality assurance 

mechanisms. 

Reprocess 

‘associated’ samples - 

reanalyse fauna for all 

samples processed by 

a particular member 

of staff or isolated by 

cluster analysis of the 

original data. 

Count 

variance 

No action 

required. 

Review 

methods/protocols  

enumeration, possible 

errors include: counter 

malfunction, biomass 

loss/damage, handling 

care, ‘countable’ 

recording policy, in 

situ approximation. 

Review  

methods/protocols 

enumeration, possible 

errors include: counter 

malfunction, biomass 

loss/damage, handling 

care, ‘countable’ 

recording policy, in situ 

approximation. 

Reprocess 

‘associated’ samples -

recount fauna for all 

samples processed by 

a particular member 

of staff or isolated by 

cluster analysis of the 

original data. 


