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EXERCISE DETAILS 
 
Macrobenthos #14 
 
Type/Contents – Day Grab; approx. 2 litres compacting mixed sediment (reduced from 7 litres); 
Sheerness, Isle of Sheppey. 
 
Circulated – 18/10/2006 
 
Completion Date – 15/12/2007 
 
Number of Participating Laboratories – 09 
 
Number of Results Received – 06 
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Figure 1. MB14 data from participating laboratories (raw - untransformed). Cluster dendrogram 

showing plotted data from participating laboratories as supplied. Data truncation: 
juveniles combined, typing/spelling errors corrected. 

 
Figure 2. MB14 data reanalysed by Unicomarine Ltd. Cluster dendrogram showing plotted data 

from participating laboratories following reanalysis by Unicomarine Ltd (untransformed). 
All residues and fauna have been reanalysed. Data truncation: sessile taxa & nematodes 
excluded. 
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Table 4. Variation in faunal content of samples distributed as MB14.

Taxa*

LabCode N
em

er
te

a

Po
ly

ch
ae

ta

O
lig

oc
ha

et
a

C
he

lic
er

at
a

C
ru

st
ac

ea

Ec
hi

no
de

rm
at

a

M
ol

lu
sc

a

O
th

er

To
ta

l t
ax

a

LB1301 - - - - - - - - -
LB1302 1 24 3 3 8 2 11 1 53
LB1303 1 17 3 0 1 0 4 0 26
LB1305 0 15 1 1 4 1 5 0 27
LB1306 0 12 2 1 2 0 4 0 21
LB1307 0 16 2 0 3 0 8 0 29
LB1309 0 14 1 1 1 0 8 0 25

Mean 0 16 2 1 3 1 7 0 30
Max 1 24 3 3 8 2 11 1 53
Min 0 12 1 0 1 0 4 0 21

Individuals*

LabCode N
em

er
te

a

Po
ly

ch
ae

ta

O
lig

oc
ha

et
a

C
he

lic
er

at
a

C
ru

st
ac

ea

Ec
hi

no
de

rm
at

a

M
ol

lu
sc

a

O
th

er

To
ta

l I
nd

.

LB1301 - - - - - - - - -
LB1302 5 129 212 26 41 2 235 1 651
LB1303 4 81 21 0 1 0 94 0 201
LB1305 0 45 51 1 4 1 97 0 199
LB1306 0 52 55 1 2 0 147 0 257
LB1307 0 58 53 0 3 0 108 0 222
LB1309 0 73 99 1 1 0 194 0 368

Mean 2 73 82 5 9 1 146 0 316
Max 5 129 212 26 41 2 235 1 651
Min 0 45 21 0 1 0 94 0 199

*UM data used for all faunal groups 
(excludes sessile taxa & nematoda).

*UM data used for all faunal groups 
(excludes sessile taxa & nematoda).
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